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Abstract

The doctrine of predestination has always been one of the highest human values and
a perpetual aspiration throughout history. Many thinkers consider predestination
fundamental among moral virtues, as it enables the stability, continuity, and
happiness of human life. Distributive justice is one of its types. However, not all
thinkers advocate for this approach, and some have critically examined it. Friedrich
Hayek, a prominent liberal thinker, has raised criticisms against this concept,
making his perspective the central question of this article. The hypothesis suggests
that a liberal thinker like Hayek, who prioritizes freedom, likely has reservations
about (social) justice. The findings reveal that Hayek, grounded in an
epistemological basis, defends minimal government and critiques the concept of
social justice within his intellectual paradigm, demonstrating that this ideal could
turn into an illusion. This article employs a descriptive-analytical approach, utilizing

library and documentary sources for data collection.

Keywords: Predestination, Ash'arites, Renaissance, Machiavelli, Virtue,

Acquisition.

Introduction

The doctrine of predestination has been a cornerstone of human thought, straddling
the domains of philosophy, religion, and politics. In both Islamic theology and

Renaissance thought, it emerges as a pivotal concept with profound implications.
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The Ash'arite school of Sunni theology underscores predestination through divine
omnipotence, while Renaissance thinkers like Machiavelli explore Fortuna—a
concept akin to fate—emphasizing human agency. This study undertakes a
comparative analysis of these paradigms, investigating how Ash'arites and
Machiavelli conceptualize external forces shaping human destiny and the role of free
will. The goal is to elucidate the philosophical and practical differences in their

approaches to predestination, human responsibility, and political ethics.

Materials and Methods

This study employs a qualitative, comparative methodology, examining primary
sources such as Al-Ash'ari's A/l-Luma, Al-Ghazali's lhya' Ulum al-Din, and
Machiavelli's The Prince and Discourses on Livy. Secondary sources from
prominent scholars provide critical interpretations and contextual analyses. The
research aims to explore the epistemological foundations, political implications, and
ethical dimensions of predestination in these distinct intellectual traditions.

Discussion and Results
The analysis reveals stark contrasts in the Ash'arite and Machiavellian worldviews:

1. Role of Divine Authority vs. Human Agency The Ash'arites assert that all
events are determined by God’s will, encapsulating this in their theory of
“acquisition” (kasb). Human actions are preordained, with moral responsibility
ascribed to individuals through their volitional acceptance of divine decrees. This
perspective highlights submission to divine power as a means to achieve spiritual
peace. Conversely, Machiavelli views Fortuna as a capricious force that influences
human affairs but leaves room for virti—courage, prudence, and adaptability—to
shape outcomes. He portrays leaders as proactive agents capable of overcoming
challenges through strategic planning.

2. Ethical and Political Ramifications: Ash'arite theology reinforces hierarchical
governance justified by divine legitimacy, often supporting autocratic rule. This
leads to societal passivity, as individuals rely on divine justice rather than human
intervention. In contrast, Machiavelli’s thought empowers leaders to actively pursue
stability and success. By mastering Fortuna through virtu, rulers can establish
resilient states, emphasizing pragmatism over moral absolutism.

3. Practical Applications in Governance:Ash'arite doctrine influenced theocratic
governance, reinforcing the legitimacy of caliphates by attributing authority to
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divine will. Conversely, Machiavelli’s pragmatic approach shaped modern political
theories advocating separation of ethics and governance. His insights into power
dynamics provided a foundation for realist political strategies, emphasizing

adaptability and foresight.

Conclusion

This comparative study underscores the divergent philosophies of predestination in
Ash'arite theology and Machiavellian thought. While Ash'arites emphasize divine
omnipotence and human submission, Machiavelli champions human agency and
pragmatic action. These perspectives reflect broader cultural and historical contexts:
the former rooted in a theologically centered worldview, and the latter in a secular,
humanistic paradigm. Understanding these differences enriches the discourse on

human agency, governance, and the perennial tension between fate and free will.
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