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Abstract

The purpose of this research is to examine and evaluate the position of women in political
culture with an emphasis on Iranian political literature using a meta-analysis approach.
They were loaded with the keywords of women, literature, prose, poetry and politics. For
meta-analysis, 1,320 articles with a related topic were identified and after review,
screening and evaluation, 67 articles were selected for analysis. This research tries to
answer the key question that how women are compared to the studies done in the political
literature of Iran? The results of the present study showed that women in political
literature as a key indicator of political culture, which includes prose literature and verse
literature, have a weak definition. The abundance of negative traits attributed to women
in both of the mentioned indicators shows the uniformity and the same repetition of
negative traits in the mentioned literature, and on the other hand, the process and
examination of the works of political literature from classic to modern is equal to the
results of the studies, which shows a serious effort. In order to reduce the negative traits
and try to highlight the positive and constructive traits of women, it is an effort that will
be a necessary prerequisite to improve the position of women in society.
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Introduction
Political participation is a key criterion for the legitimacy and development of any
political system, and women, as a significant part of society, play a crucial role in this
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process. Culture profoundly shapes political behaviors, and most scholars agree that
political culture is pivotal to development but is not static; it can be transformed by
governance, socialization, and generational change. Given the importance of culture-
forming institutions, this study focuses on the position of women in Iranian political
culture, with an emphasis on political literature, using a meta-analysis approach. The core
questions are: How has the image of women in Iranian political literature evolved as a
key culture-forming indicator? How are women defined in this literature, and what
characteristics are attributed to them? The study hypothesizes that the female image is
discernible across prose and verse literature, and that a transformation is underway, where
the weak, passive image of women in classical literature is gradually fading in
contemporary works.

Materials & Methods

This research employs a qualitative meta-analysis method, defined as "the analysis of
analyses.” Unlike quantitative integrative studies, this interpretive approach aims to
combine evidence to develop concepts and identify significant themes through the
synthesis and interpretation of results. The statistical population comprised all scientific-
research articles published over two decades (2001-2021) across three major Iranian
academic databases: the Comprehensive Portal of Humanities, the Scientific Information
Database (SID), and Noormags. Articles were identified using keywords such as “image
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of women in literary works,” “women in poetry,” and “women in prose and fiction.” An
initial search yielded 1,320 articles. From this pool, 88 articles were selected based on
relevance to the research questions. Following a rigorous screening process, 19 articles
were excluded due to duplication, incompleteness, inaccessibility, or non-standard
formatting. A final sample of 67 articles was selected for in-depth qualitative analysis.
These were systematically reviewed and synthesized to trace the evolution of the female

image in Iranian political literature.

Discussion & Results

The findings reveal a deeply entrenched and often contradictory dualistic view of women
throughout the history of Iranian political literature, which functions as a mirror of the
broader political culture. This dualism is evident from the earliest texts, such as the
Avesta, where women hold high status in the Gathas but are portrayed as a source of
impurity in later sections. This contradictory perspective persisted and profoundly shaped
the literary and cultural landscape.



In classical prose works with political significance, such as Nizam al-Mulk’s
Siyasatnama and Keikavus’s Qabusnama, a distinctly patriarchal political culture is
codified. Women are confined to the private sphere, described as intellectually deficient
(nagis al-aql), and deemed unworthy of consultation in statecraft. Similarly, in Tarikh-e
Beyhagi, women appear fleetingly, often as instruments for political treaties or marriage
alliances, their status invariably inferior. This subordinate image is heavily reinforced in
classical verse. In Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh, a dichotomy exists between the heroic women
of the mythological age and the objectified women of the historical era. A pervasive
negative symbolism dominates many canonical poets: in Rumi’s Masnavi, woman is a
symbol of the carnal soul; for Naser Khosrow, the world itself is a deceitful woman; Saadi
explicitly advises against consulting women and defines a good woman by her obedience;
Khagani laments the birth of his daughters. Even Nizami Ganjavi, who often presents
positive figures like Shirin, is not free from the era’s ambivalent attitudes. The synthesis
shows that in classical political literature, women were overwhelmingly defined by
negative attributes: weak, passive, irrational, deceitful, and a source of disorder. This
uniform representation aligns with what Almond and Verba term a “parochial political
culture,” where women are entirely excluded from political orientation and activity.

A pivotal shift begins with Iran’s encounter with the West and the Constitutional
Revolution, marking a transition toward a “subject-participant” political culture
characterized by a clash between tradition and modernity. Early modern prose began to
critique practices like polygamy, and modernist poetry with Nima Yushij and prose with
Jamalzadeh started breaking stereotypes. Sadegh Hedayat powerfully critiqued
patriarchal society, giving voice to victimized women. The Pahlavi era intensified this
confrontation. Simin Daneshvar, Iran's first professional female novelist, focused on
women's oppression and resilience. The novel Shohar-e Ahoo Khanom personified the
tension between the traditional woman and her modern counterpart. Post-revolutionary
and post-war literature, authored by women like Belgheis Soleimani and Ghaleh
Alizadeh, presents a more complex picture where female characters oscillate between
“ideal” obedient women and “seductive” transgressors. Crucially, figures like
Shahrnoush Parsipur depict a woman’s journey toward self-awareness and liberation from
patriarchal traditions. The overall trend identified is a serious, conscious effort in modern
literature to deconstruct the monolithic negative image and actively highlight constructive
attributes of women, such as resilience, wisdom, agency, and a quest for identity.



Conclusion

This systematic review of 67 articles demonstrates that the image of women in Iranian
political literature has undergone a significant evolution. The study confirms that in
classical political literature, corresponding to a “parochial political culture,” women were
consistently defined by an overwhelmingly negative lexicon and characterized by
passivity and intellectual inferiority. This uniform portrayal served as a cultural
mechanism to justify female exclusion from public life. However, the trajectory from
classical to contemporary literature reveals a profound transformation. Set against Iran’s
transition toward a “subject-participant” political culture, modern literature reflects a
decisive effort to dismantle archaic stereotypes. The negative and passive image is
deconstructed, giving way to more complex and agentive portrayals. This literary shift
represents a fundamental renegotiation of political culture, and highlighting positive
female traits is a critical prerequisite for improving women's societal status. To accelerate
this, the study proposes combating gender stereotypes by defining individuals as humans
first, promoting female role models from Iranian history, raising awareness about gender-
biased socialization, and creating opportunities for women to realize their full potential.
In conclusion, the evolution of the female image in political literature charts a difficult
but definitive journey from exclusion and denigration toward a nascent culture of
participation and inclusion.
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