Contemporary Political Studies, Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies (IHCS)
Quarterly Journal, Vol. 15, No. 2, Summer 2024, 59-87
https://www.doi.org/10.30465/cps.2024.48023.3347

The effect of the class transformation of the second Pahlavi
period on the formation of the Islamic revolution in Iran

Ebrahim Dehghani Khah', Asghar Partovi
Sayyed Farshid Jafari

Abstract

The relationship between political power and existing social classes in society is a
complex relationship and has a special place in better understanding of the political life
of societies. In order to investigate changes in the level of political power, it is
necessary to check the changes in social power and how to transform it into political
power. With the implementation of the White Revolution, especially the land reform
law, fundamental changes were made in different layers of the society, and with the
disappearance of traditional classes, new social classes were formed. The aim of the
current research is to investigate the impact of such social developments on the
formation of the Islamic Revolution of Iran. It is emphasized that the claim of this thesis
is not that the Islamic Revolution took place within the framework of the mass theory,
but the aim is to scrutinize the relevant issues from the perspective of this theory. do. In
this article, using Kornhauser's theory, we have addressed the issue of "what effect did
the socio-economic reforms of the second Pahlavi period, especially the so-called
(White Revolution) programs and the resulting class transformation, have on the
formation of the Islamic Revolution? ». In line with the proposed question, we put
forward this hypothesis that "it seems that the reforms known as the White Revolution,
especially the land reforms, caused the formation of a mass society and a small number
of people, especially in the marginal areas of the cities, which had the potential of
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revolutionary mobilization." The mentioned hypothesis was examined using
documentary method and the findings of the research indicate that the implementation
of the plans related to the White Revolution, especially the land reforms, weakened the
traditional national solidarities and provided the characteristics of the mass society, and
in this way, in terms of The possibility of social mobilization provided the basis for the
revolution and played a role in the formation of the Islamic Revolution.

Keywords: Social classes, second Pahlavi, white revolution, land reforms, mass

society.
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