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Abstract

In this article, we explore the historical development of the concept of revolution in the
Western context by using Reinhart Koselleck's framework from the history of concepts.
We aim to explain the complex historical moments by elaborating on the historical
conditions. Revolution, as one of the basic concepts in the framework of history,
represents the movement of history, similar to other basic concepts. We focus on
demonstrating the multifaceted nature of revolution and uncovering how different
historical moments influenced its semantic formulation. We argue that before the
modern era, the concept of revolution was often used in a non-political sense, referring
to eras and cycles of change. However, by the mid-16th century, the concept began to
acquire a political meaning, signifying a return to the past or a reinterpretation of
history. From the mid-18th century onwards, the concept of revolution has been
associated with a linear, forward-looking perspective. In this article, we delve into the
historical trajectory underlying this concept and examine the various moments of
transformation that are embedded within the concept of revolution. These
transformative moments can be revisited and reinterpreted based on the prevailing
conditions.
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Introduction

In 1842, Hero pointed out that the term "revolution" actually refers to a return and a
periodic movement back to the point of origin. The word "revolution" is derived from
the Latin "revolutio," meaning change and displacement of an object, as well as a
movement that returns to its origin. Originally used to describe the regular and periodic
movement of celestial bodies, the term maintained this meaning in scientific usage. This
refers to the predictable and regular movement of the stars, which is beyond human
control and therefore seems inevitable. It is worth noting that, although the concept of
revolution can encompass rebellion and upheaval, its literal meaning is that of a
repeated, periodic movement (Therborn, 2008: xiv), as Therborn observes.

Most scholars argue that the modern understanding of revolution, particularly in its
function and political significance, emerged during the modern era. In the pre-modern
world, the political understanding of revolution, as we know it today, did not exist. This
article aims to explore the historical development of the concept of "revolution" from
ancient Greece to political modernity and the transformations it has undergone. By

doing so, we can better understand the various possibilities inherent in this concept.

Materials and Methods

For our research, we used the library method to explore the historical context of the
revolution by analyzing various texts and works. In this endeavor, Reinhart Koselleck's
methodological framework, as mentioned by Glock & Kalhat in 2018, proved to be
quite valuable for us. Conceptual history is an approach that involves analyzing
language to study social conditions and relations, to understand history through
concepts and examiN€ their development and influence on the future. Concepts are like
seeds planted in the past, growing and shaping the future. Koselleck's discussions
emphasize the importance of fundamental concepts, not as mere records of the world,
but as creators and shapers of the world.

Conclusion

The concept of revolution has evolved significantly over time. Initially, it was rooted in
a cosmological and biological context and held theological implications. Terms like
rebellion, defiance, and revolt were deeply connected to theological implications,
especially during the publication of Copernicus's book when the word "revolution" was
in conversation with the church.
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The concept of revolution originally had a cyclical meaning, but gradually took on
political implications and became intertwined with social and political realities in the
18th century, as proposed by Koselleck. The French Revolution is often seen as the
onset of the modern era due to the transformation of the concept of revolution.

According to Koselleck, the modern concept of revolution has two key features:
first, it represents a single break or interruption towards an unknown future, rather than
a cycle or era. Second, it has a "metahistorical” status, transcending its natural meanings
and referring not only to specific events in time, but also to the shape of time itself—an
asymmetrical line of progress with an unknown future. The concept of revolution serves
as a principle that regulates knowledge and is shaped by different power structures. It is
significant in defining new problematic
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4. universal history, pragmatic history, critical history, specialized history.

5. Translators of The Politics who have done this include; B. Jowett (Clarendon Pr., Oxford, 1885);
W.D. Ross (Clarendon Pr., Oxford, 1921); F. Susemihl &. R.D. Hicks (Macmillan, London,
1894); and Sinclair (1962).

G a S gl i sly L 1 e desliie (655 0 Al 4 o S Sl Sl el F
535 A ot e 0 e 35 A SIS S 15 s LS b0l
Ll 53 S 55 0l e a e el Sl sl

sl 0ils S (S a4 |y Sl ol e él..p v

L)y clitile 3l 555 edaled 0 53503 (3LaSL il sl Son o ol s &S SLISL A
gv_<.>-\?\°ﬁ H);\ju_”;j,\;usww@l,-),;sohugg— Jsl ol edsled £ Olan
W v}&o\&;‘d)ﬁlﬁ w:grl;a\ﬁ)nl; ale!

o3l WV PAA o S5 LB B VP (gla 5,53 Ole 0 LB 5led Gl Sl sl &8 Jlse A
.3 g5

jfj)uyL;_hi'Lj:}J_éj\Qjﬁ')guji&k;ﬂwdﬁjﬁéﬁjsﬁuﬂrr)ﬁO&j\éﬁliu\.ib..\'
2L A Colgnn 5 Oballes (65 5SS 4 Oy 5 SC31S 505 (S5 300 S Gib Sl ool S 5 )|
sxa & 4S5 S e eslinu! Politeion anakuklosis 3l 3 s 501 53w sed 55 .S o (550 50 4 2S5
Ol acals 53 g e 1503 018 an SIS 5l adien a5l e a0 (g 00 550l & fume a5 = b 0
.J.ijfbj.)w

QL@}’LH‘_;lJ_sw\u))gmu\‘_;lf(dbuu%\»hd)l &)J:.Ae)jbfl.:wdlﬁ&l&)).\\
A 2wl JLEEI I (6 855 el sl x5 B Ol s el 5 4l OIS 4 2l
Al axrl e o bl Ol S
Ol s Ol g0 3 5 I8 4 O gl e iS5 Badd 31 a8 50 LY e s gl e ekl g el ot
53 ol i g5 5 Sl A e sleds s S bt @ anil ples 1l 4 3 S oLl s
S~



YA (o3 L) 5 535 S )y oy (5440) NN 0 gs J 25 32,0

13. The Tenure of Kings and Magistrates.

ol o8 ol QLS s sl 3l o3 e (VPFP=VFFY)OLIST ) s Ko N F
o3 s Sl 3 OdSOl s OISOl 5 Olalprcilals Ol ol 5 ol (5,553
IS e Ll (VFOVNFF)p g Jtls Ko 5 (1FFA-VPFA)

2 anl e MBI e s S0k » aslisls 5 LSS weliils w0 zi 335 (gl )0

Ll S 5 eldl L 5 Gsel JAdn & Ol Lli |y Ladd -l NP

el $58 s Y B el iy S e 3 5 (b a5 LB b (slias 53 VY

(insignis nostra rerum commutatio)

dos Lo S 0l &S 5505 0558 pl AT AS 3l s 5o (DD Lad Ob s 6 s als, A
S 2,8 o 3 sl 3550 el 55 Sy e disd ) ne 0 48 el @3V s ler OB
el el e 53 a8 el 2lss Oles 1S 54T LBl

3 o3 s b 4 Ol 0553 31 S &Sl oS 351 e o 5 g 43Sl aalsl 3 plla 14
2 P35 gt 0 e b Sl 05 00 BBl e 2 &S 5B )il e OIS ;O
e 3y 53 OBl 03ls 58 ST wsliS LS (g 4 oS 5le 1SSl 015 i S
(5 58 a1 O sl Blamt b ol il azils Lo 5 (2500 gl g2

CJLG)L' 0 g A% QTA_»J).J: C}P-) AK

aliols

slazel ol 3 o e (e (35, Sy el lad AVAY (o i

LY‘ e)Low.Z c\ 692 cu_frW\ (sjj& ML.Z..;‘J coj‘} ‘gﬁ g;‘)'é'u CJYﬁ u)&mh(\\"/\‘\)JYL«M 4&\J..Ms
Sl
5o

j&ﬁ&u)ywjﬁ’¢wjdf‘fadbbiU)deli))‘j..abwc}‘)u;\‘f" LJ\.l}.lb‘M
2o ) Ol K o3l s sl



\Fey b‘;wals Y ;)LM:’ NO JL-" ‘/kd‘fdé.w d‘@‘jk»é" Yo
http://zamaaneh.com/pictures-new/Begriffsgeschichte.pdf
P‘}(.Bj—‘:’ (5L—QCA“L~).> a.LijiJ;.a cyu é\«a 4—0:’-]7 cO)wa‘jg.)M‘ rj.g_u AYAA Q}:ﬂ ‘J',Q.l.ﬁ
.(..M)'Li

Berger, S. (2022). History and Identity. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
Boym, S. (1991). Death in Quotation Marks: Cultural Myths of the Modern Poet. London: Harvard

University Press.

Calvin. J, Institutes of the Christian Religion (1536), trans. F.L.Battles,ed.J.T.McNeill
(WestminsterPr.,Philadelphia, 1960)

Farr, J. (1982). Historical Concepts in Political Science: The Case of “Revolution.” American Journal
of Political Science, 26(4), 688—708. https://doi.org/10.2307/2110968

Foucault M, 2003 “Society Must Be Defended : Lectures at the College de France 1975-1976, trans.
David Macey. New York: Picador.

Foucault M, 2003 “Society Must Be Defended : Lectures at the Collége de France 1975-1976, trans.
David Macey. New York: Picador.

Foucault M. (1994). Dits et écrits : 1954-1988. Gallimard.

Foucault, Michel, Politics, Philosophy, Culture: Interview and Other Writings, 1977-1984, ed.
Lawrence D. Kritzman. New York: Routledge, 1988.

Glock, H., Kalhat, J.(2018). Linguistic turn. In The Routledge Encyclopedia of Philosophy. Taylor and
Francis. Retrieved 21 Mar. 2024, from https://www.rep.routledge.com/articles/thematic/linguistic-
turn/v-1. doi:10.4324/0123456789-DD3600-1

G.W.F. Hegel, The Philosophy of History With Prefaces by Charles Hegel and the Translator, J. Sibree,
2001

Grienwank, Karl, Der Neutzeitliche Revolutionsbegriff (weimar: 1955), Pp.171-182. Translated by
Heinz Lubasz with permission oft he publisher. Reprinted with permission of the Macmillan
Company, New York, from Revolutions in Modern European History, Henz Lubasz(ed.)1966 by
Heinz Lubasz. Pp.55-61

Goodwin, J. (1997). State-Centered Approaches to Social Revolutions: Strenghts and Limitations of a
Theoretical Tradition. In J. Foran (Ed.), Theorizing Revolutions (pp. 9-35). London and New York:
Routledge.

Goodwin, Jeff. 1997. “The Libidinal Constitution of a High-Risk Social Movement: Affectual Ties and
Solidarity in the Huk Rebellion, 1946 to 1954.” American Sociological Review 62(1):53—69.

Goran, Therborn. (2008). Roads to Modernity: Revolutionary and Other. In J. Foran, D. Lane, & A.
Zivkovic (Eds.), Revolution in the Making of the Modern World (pp. xiv-xvii). New York:
Routledge.



¥V Gslydon Lo, 5 (539 S g ooy s 40) (D) (on 500 J 25 )0

Howell, P. A, (1985), The Greek Experience and Aristotle's Analysis of Revolution in Revolution :A
History of the Idea, Edited By David Close, Carl Bridge, Routledge

Kasprowicz, Karol, (2020), Reflections on Historiography and Theory of Revolution, res historica 50,
2020, Doi:10.17951/rh.2020.50.417-460

Koselleck, R. (2002). The Practice of Conceptual History: Timing History, Spacing Concepts.
Redwood City: Stanford University Press. https://doi.org/10.1515/9781503619104

KEVIN SHARPE, Rebranding Rule: The Restoration and Revolution Monarchy, 1660-1714, Yale
University Press, 2013

Koopman, Colin, 2011, Rorty’s Linguistic Turn: Why (More Than) Language Matters to Philosophy,
Contemporary Pragmatism, Vol. 8, No. 1 (June 2011), 61-84

Koselleck, R. (2002). The Practice of Conceptual History: Timing History, Spacing Concepts.
Redwood City: Stanford University Press. https://doi.org/10.1515/9781503619104

Koselleck, Reinhart. 1985. “Historical Criteria of the Modern Concept of Revolution.” In Futures Past:
On the Semantics of Historical Time, 39-54. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press.

KOSELLECK, R., & Tribe, K. (2004). Futures Past: On the Semantics of Historical Time. Columbia
University Press. http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.7312/kose12770

Hatto, A. (1949). “Revolution”: An Enquiry Into the Usefulness of an Historical Term. Mind, 58(232),
495-517. http://www jstor.org/stable/2250878

PLATO, Timaeus and Critias (Oxford World’s Classics), Translated by ROBIN WATERFIELD With
an Introduction and Notes by ANDREW GREGORY, Oxford, 2008

Quentin Skinner, 'Meaning and understanding in the history of ideas', History and Theory, 8 (1969), 3—
53

Rorty, Richard (1971), The Linguistic Turn, Chicago, University of Chicago Press. And see Richard
Rorty (ed.), 1967. The Linguistic Turn: Recent Essays in Philosophical Method. The University of
Chicago Press, Chicago and London.

Wittgenstein, Ludwig (1961), Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus, trans. D. F. Pears & B. E. Mc Guinness,
London, Routledge.



