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Abstract

Before the Russian invasion of Ukraine in 2022, Europe relied on Russia for its energy
needs. But Russia, after the war, in response to the economic sanctions imposed by the
European Union and the West, cut off the export of 80% of its natural gas to Europe. As
a result, Europe is currently looking for new sources for its energy supply. In the
meantime, Iran can play an important role due to its wealth of resources and special
geographical location. The basic question of this article: What opportunities and
challenges has the Ukraine war created for the energy relations between Iran and the
European Union? The hypothesis that is raised following this question: The outbreak of
the war in Ukraine, on the one hand, has raised Iran as an alternative source of energy
supply for Europe, and, on the other hand, considering the strategic cooperation
between Iran and Russia in order to the reduction of Western sanctions has added to the
complexity of the situation. The research findings indicate that Russia needs to take
over the markets of Iran's main energy customers, including China and India, in order to

compensate for the lost European market. In addition, US sanctions and Iran's disturbed
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relations with the West also prevent the establishment of active energy diplomacy
between this country and the European Union. This article is written in a descriptive-
analytical method and the data was prepared using the library method and data

collection.

Keywords: Russian invasion of Ukraine, European Union, Iran, energy, energy

security.

Introduction

The impact of the Russia-Ukraine war has created a huge energy crisis in the EU, which
on the one hand undermines its energy security and threatens future gas shortages, and
on the other hand, is a powerful tool for a range of new initiatives. In the meantime, Iran
is considered one of the best energy supply options for the European Union due to its
rich oil and gas reserves and resources, as well as due to its special geographical and
geopolitical position in energy transit. But a series of factors and components have
made Iran unable to take advantage of the opportunity. The current article, knowing the
complexity of the energy relations between Iran and the European Union, especially
after the Ukraine war, seeks to study the future of the relations between Iran and the

European Union in the field of energy in two forms, opportunities and threats.

Materials and methods

This article explains the future of relations between Iran and the European Union in the
field of energy by adopting a descriptive-analytical method and relying on available
sources and data. In order to realize this purpose, in the theoretical framework of energy
security, this article will try to relate the effects of the confrontation between Russia and
the European Union in the field of energy for Iran as a major exporter of gas, which due
to sanctions and international isolation in the trends Extraction, export and especially
energy transmission is faced with many problems from a critical perspective and

provide suggestions.

Discussions and results

Iran is one of the best options for the European Union in order to reduce dependence on
Russian gas, especially after the war in Ukraine and the crisis in relations between
Russia and the West. However, the American sanctions against Iran on the one hand and

the lack of clarity on the principles governing Iran's foreign policy towards Europe and
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Russia and the ambiguity in redefining national interests on the other hand have led to a
lack of strategic cooperation between Iran and the European Union. To be in the long-
term exchange of oil and gas energy. Considering the vast number of resources and
energy reservoirs, Iran can play an effective role in this field, and this country and the
European Union should take a step towards a kind of long-term strategic cooperation.

The opportunities for Iran are as follows:

1. providing heavy expenses due to investment in oil and gas fields;

2. Iran becoming an important corridor for gas transfers between Central Asia and
the European Union due to access to the resources of the Mazandaran Sea, swaps
through open waters, gas supply from Turkey to European countries, increased gas
exports to India and China;

3. Updating and improving the oil and gas industry through European technology.
The challenges facing Iran are as follows:

1. American sanctions and Iran's international isolation and lack of stable economic
relations with the West;

2. Iran's relations with Russia, especially in the light of the war in Ukraine and its
impact on the view of the European Union (which supports Ukraine) towards Iran;

3. Russian investment restrictions in Iran's oil and gas industry;

4. Problems caused by Iran's lack of access to the revenues from the sale of its oil;

5. The Kremlin is concerned about Iran becoming an alternative energy supplier to

Europe, especially after the relative failure of the JCPOA.

Conclusion

Since the war in Ukraine, when relations between Russia and the European Union have
faced a crisis, especially in the field of energy, Iran, despite having the second largest
gas reserves in the world, as well as rich oil resources, as well as its geographical and
strategic location in the region, is a very suitable option for meeting the energy needs of
Europe. The acquisition of the European energy market by Iran can have many benefits
for this country. However, there are also challenges on the way of these relationships;
Among them are the US sanctions and the isolation of Iran, the intense competitive
environment between energy producers, the lack of continuous relations and strong
energy-oriented cooperation between Iran and Europe. In addition, Iran's relations with
Russia have entered a new phase after the Ukraine war. On the one hand, due to Iran's

alignment with some of Russia's policies, strategic cooperation has been established
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between these two countries, which has distorted the improvement of Iran's relations
with Europe. On the other hand, Russia is also looking to take over Iran's major energy
customers. All of these factors have caused the war in Ukraine and the crisis in relations
between Russia and the West to create both opportunities and challenges for Iran to play
a possible role in supplying the European energy market in the short and long term,
which is naturally the lack of energy diplomacy.
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1. Stability analysis of Russia-EU energy relations after the Ukraine crisis from perspective of the
interdependence theory.
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