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Abstract

This research examines the impact of the Taliban’s return to power in Afghanistan
on water and border disputes with the Islamic Republic of Iran from the perspective
of securitization theory. Given the sensitive status of cross-border waters,
particularly the Helmand River, and the importance of national security for both
countries, this study aims to demonstrate how the Taliban’s control over
Afghanistan has turned water resource policies into a security issue for Iran. The
primary objective of this research is to analyze how the Islamic Republic of Iran has
securitized water and border issues in response to Afghanistan's developments
following the Taliban’s return to power. Using a descriptive-analytical research
method and leveraging library sources, the study seeks to gain a deeper
understanding of the securitization process of these disputes. The findings indicate
that Iran’s securitization discourses perceive the Taliban as a threat to water and

border resources, elevating these disputes from technical and political levels to
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security concerns. The results also suggest that this securitization process may lead
to urgent and exceptional decisions in Iran’s foreign and regional policies, which

could have long-term impacts on Iran-Afghanistan relations.

Keywords: Taliban, Iran, conflicts, blue, discourse confrontation.

Introduction

Political developments in Afghanistan have consistently had profound impacts on
the relations between this country and its neighbors, particularly the Islamic
Republic of Iran. The resurgence of the Taliban in 2021 has created new challenges
for Iran, especially concerning water and border disputes that possess significant
security and political dimensions. Border rivers, such as the Helmand, are not only
vital resources but also sensitive points in diplomatic and security relations between
the two countries. This research examines the effects of the Taliban's rise to power

on these disputes from the perspective of the theory of securitization.

Materials and Methods

This study employs a descriptive-analytical research methodology. Data and
information are gathered from library sources, academic articles, news reports, and
international documents. The analysis of information is conducted through a
qualitative examination of the security discourses in both Iran and Afghanistan.
Additionally, the perspectives of political elites and experts in the fields of water and

security in both countries are considered.

Discussion & Result

The theory of securitization, introduced by scholars like Ole Waever and others,
refers to the processes by which specific issues are transformed into security
concerns. In this study, securitization is applied as a theoretical approach to analyze
the impact of the Taliban on water and border disputes with Iran. Through this
theory, we will examine how security discourses in Iran lead to the emergence of
threats posed by the Taliban and how these threats influence Iran's political and

diplomatic decision-making.

1. History of Water and Border Disputes
Water and border disputes between Iran and Afghanistan have a long-standing

history. The Treaty of Paris in 1857 is regarded as a pivotal point in determining
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borders and managing water resources. However, legal tensions and challenges in

this area continue to persist.

2. The Role of the Taliban in Recent Developments

Following the Taliban's resurgence, concerns regarding the control of water
resources and their potential misuse have increased. The Taliban, as a group that
does not adhere to international norms, may negatively impact water rights, thereby

exacerbating water and border disputes.

3. Security Discourses in Iran

Recent developments have led to the formation of security discourses in Iran.
Iranian officials have characterized the Taliban as a threat to national security and
the country's water resources. These discourses have been repeatedly emphasized in
the media and official statements, effectively laying the groundwork for political and

military decisions.

4. Securitization Analysis

The analysis of the securitization process indicates that water and border issues
have escalated from technical and legal matters to security concerns. In light of the
threats posed by the Taliban, Iran has strengthened its policies in security and border
management, utilizing both diplomatic and military tools to safeguard its interests.

5. Security Implications

The security implications arising from the Taliban's rise to power could lead to
heightened tensions and instability along the borders. This situation not only poses
risks to Iran but also affects the broader region. In particular, water disputes may
escalate into small-scale conflicts and even military tensions between the

two countries.

Conclusion

The analysis of the impact of the Taliban's rise on Iran's water and border disputes
reveals that these developments necessitate serious attention and appropriate
measures from the Islamic Republic of Iran. Securitization of water and border
issues can be recognized as an effective strategy for managing challenges and
threats. In particular, Iran must focus on strengthening water diplomacy and

establishing joint institutions with Afghanistan.
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